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Mediterranean food comes to Tatamy 
Turkish immigrant Erdinc Uzun has brought a bit of his 

homeland to Tatamy with authentic Mediterranean cuisine 

at Mersin on Main. 

“This is classic Turkish food,” he said. “All from scratch.” 

Uzun said he learned to cook from his mother. He watched 

her, saw how much spice she added, and developed his 

skills from her. 

“That’s why cooking is my passion,” Uzun said.  

After moving to London in 1992, Uzun supported himself by 

working in the kitchen at restaurants.   

“It was tough days,” he said about the time while he was 

getting himself established. 

At right: Erdinc Uzun is the owner of a new restaurant in Tatamy 
called Mersin on Main. 

Bottom left: Mersin on Main is located in the former Tony’s Pizza.  

Bottom right: The interior of the restaurant has been completely 
renovated. 
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“Time and time again, I taught 

myself like I got to go further 

up in cooking,” he said. 

After 20 years in London, he 

moved to the United States 

and found work in a restaurant 

in Manhattan restaurants and 

then a Turkish restaurant in 

Long Island. 

“I’ve been working a very long 

time in food industry,” he said. 

His first restaurant in the 

Lehigh Valley was in 

Nazareth, but his new location 

at the corner of Main and 

Bushkill streets in Tatamy 

offered him a parking lot. 

 “Parking lot is a huge plus and 

actually more central area, and 

more traffic here,” Uzun said. “I think it’s going to be very easy access for everybody to meet up in 

one point.” 

The menu includes warm and cold appetizers, a lunch menu with gyros, a kids menu, and main 

courses with meat, chicken, vegetarian or gluten free dishes. Some of their main dishes include: 

manti (Turkish dumplings), a vegetarian dish called moussaka, and variety of kebabs. 

“We have lamb shank that we do every week. It cooks in tomato sauce and slow cooks,” Uzun said. 

“We have sultan delight. It is a very traditional Ottoman dish. It comes from the Ottoman empire.”  

And to top off the meal, Mersin also has desserts. One of those desserts is a walnut and cinnamon 

pastry called baklava. Some other desserts include a semolina dough cookie called sekerpare served 

with a homemade syrup and kalburabasti a semolina cookie topped with walnuts, cinnamon and 

syrup. And there is kunefe, which is a sweet cheese pastry in shredded phyllo dough topped in syrup. 

“I put lots in here. This prices is not that expensive,” Uzun said.  

Mersin on Main is open seven days a week: Monday through Thursday from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday 

and Saturday from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m., and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Customers can dine in or 

take out. Just call 610-438-0540 to place an order. 

More information about the restaurant and the menu can be found at 

https://www.mersinonmain.online/ or go to the Facebook page called Mersin Restaurant. 

Uzun said his goal for his customers is “I want is happy and real good food.” 

 

 

Here is another view of the renovated interior of Mersin on Main.  

https://www.mersinonmain.online/
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Meet NAHS Superintendent Richard R. Kaskey  
A message from the new Nazareth Area School District superintendent 
 
Dear Tatamy Borough Residents, 
 
I hope that this message finds you and your family safe, 
happy, and healthy. I am excited and honored to introduce 
myself as superintendent of the Nazareth Area School 
District. For the last three and a half years, I served as the 
Assistant Superintendent of the Susquehanna Township 
School District. I have been in public education since 1993, 
first serving as a social studies teacher in the Montoursville 
Area School District and then as a high school, middle 
school, and elementary school administrator for the next  
19 ½  years. Additionally, I was an athletic director, high 
school basketball coach, and Student Government advisor. 
 
In terms of my educational background, I am a 1988 
graduate of Wyoming Valley West High School in Plymouth, 
Pa. My undergraduate education was at Temple University 
where I received a Bachelor of Science degree in Secondary Education Social Studies. My Masters’ 
degree in Educational Leadership comes from Lehigh University and my Doctor of Education is 
through Widener University. 
 
In partnership with Tatamy Borough, NASD has an important mission to provide a learning 
environment for the students to fulfill their highest academic potential and prepare them to become 
independent, responsible and caring citizens. I am confident that through our partnership, our 
dedicated staff, and our exceptional students and families, we will continue to grow and provide the 
best opportunities for our children and their future.  
 
NASD attracted me for two primary reasons. The first was that I always wanted the challenge of 
leading a large school district, working alongside a strong administrative team for the betterment of 
staff and students. The second reason was the area’s rich history, combined with its blue-collar roots, 

reminded me of where I grew 
up in Northeastern 
Pennsylvania. As a social 
studies teacher, I knew 
Nazareth and the 
surrounding municipalities 
were a very prosperous 
industrial region producing 
cement, steel, textiles, and of 
course, Martin Guitars. To 
describe where I am from, all 
you need to do is substitute 
anthracite coal for the four 
products mentioned above. 
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My entry plan stresses a “Listen, Learn and Lead” approach to meet my initial goals:  
(a) Lay the groundwork to build trusting, productive, and collaborative working relationships with 
internal and external stakeholders;  
(b) gain insight into the strengths, challenges, and opportunities for improvement by learning as much 
as I can about the district, and;  
(c) utilize the information I gather to help create a transparent and reciprocal process of 
communication, based on trust, within the school community. 
 
Since May 24 when I was board approved, I have been participating, both live and virtually, in various 
meetings and discussions with School Board and Leadership Team members. One of the common 
themes that have emerged from our discussions is the enormous sense of pride everyone has for this 
school community. While serving as your superintendent, I plan to be accessible to all stakeholders 
and maintain an open-door policy. I encourage and welcome any questions, comments, or concerns 
you have about our schools and can be reached directly at (610) 759-1170 ext. 1111. 
  
With much appreciation, 
Dr. Richard R. Kaskey 
NASD Superintendent of Schools 
 
 

 

• Feb. 18 – Tatamy Volunteer Fire Company 

Spaghetti Dinner – The spaghetti dinner will 

be held on Saturday, Feb. 18 from 5 to 8:30 

p.m. at the fire department, 164 Bushkill Street. 

They are serving spaghetti and meatballs, 

bread, salad and assorted desserts. Cost is 

$10 for adults and $7 for children.  

• April 1 – Tatamy Easter Egg Hunt – No fooling, the annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held 

Saturday, April 1 at noon at Braden Park (where the baseball fields 

are, not the airplanes). Just like last year there will be areas divided 

for the different age groups – preschool to fifth grade. There will also 

be prizes and baskets. Anyone who would like to donate empty 

plastic Easter eggs, bags of candy, toys for prizes, empty baskets or 

filled baskets, please contact the borough office or bring your 

donations to the office during regular business hours.  

• May 6 – Spring Craft Fair – Tatamy Borough is working on a 
Spring Craft Fair on May 6 from 9 a.m. to noon in the field on  
Broad Street. Vendors will have a 10x10 space to display their 
goods. The office will have an application for them to complete. 
Please contact the borough office at 610-252-7123 for more  

        information. 
 

 

 

Tatamy’s Upcoming Events 
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Public Works Dept. keeps storm water draining 
The Public Works Department in Tatamy 
worked throughout last summer to restore 
the storm water drains throughout the 
borough. 

Borough manager Mark Saginario said all 
the storm drains in the borough were 
inspected and routine cleaning was done.  

“The storm drains need to be cleaned 
regularly,” he said. 

Once that was done, the repairs were made. 

“They all needed some sort of repairs, 
mainly due to aging,” he said.  

 

 

 

 

Top: Tatamy’s Public Works Department works on a stormwater drain at the 

intersection of Shelley Street and Chief Tatamy Street.   

Bottom: These pictures are before and after pictures of storm water drains in North 

Tatamy. Crumbling brick can be seen below the road surface leaving gaps where solid 

brick used to sit. The work crews cleaned out the crumbled pieces and dust, then filled 

it in with cement. 
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 • Office Address: 423 Broad St.,  

P.O. Box 218, Tatamy, PA 18085-0218 

• Phone: 610-252-7123 

• Website: www.tatamypa.com 

• Email: borough.office@tatamypa.com 

• Office Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday, 

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. 

Wednesday by appointment. 

• Police Department office: 610-252-2260        

• Mayor: James Pallante 

• Council President: Robert Hayes 

• Borough Manager: Mark Saginario 

• Administrator: Kellie Nolder 

• Newsletter: Kristine Porter 

• Borough Council meetings – first Monday 

at 7 p.m. 

• Sewer Authority – second Thursday at  

7:30 p.m. 

 

Council & Community 

Meeting Schedule 

• Borough Council – first Monday at 7 p.m. 

• Community & Economic Development – 

third Wednesday at 5 p.m. 

• Environmental Steering – second 

Thursday at 6 p.m. 

• Parks & Recreation – second Monday at  

5 p.m. 

• Personnel, Finance & Administration –  

fourth Wednesday at 6 p.m. 

• Planning Commission – second Tuesday at 

7 p.m. 

• Public Safety – third Thursday at 6 p.m. 

• Public Works & Facilities – second 

Wednesday at 6 p.m. 

• Sewer Authority – second Thursday at  

7:30 p.m. 

     These meetings are open to the public to  

     attend. 

Suburban EMS offers training to staff & new hires 

Becoming an EMT has never been easier, and the best part is that you can earn while you 
learn. Suburban EMS is offering a PA Bureau of EMS-approved EMT-Basic Certification 
Course. Train for a rewarding Prehospital Emergency Medical Services career and get paid 
while you earn your certification. 

Suburban EMS also educational opportunities to its employees that enrich and enhance their 
abilities and knowledge in emergency medical care and transportation. These classes focus 
specifically on our staff and surrounding emergency responders.  Our in-house instructors can 
now teach EMR and EMT certification classes in addition to EVOC/EVDT and AHA CPR. 
Students perform clinicals on our ambulances every week with defined assignments related to 
the week's classroom material. 

Class dates for 2023: Spring - April 3 - May 25; Summer - June 26 - Aug 17; Fall - Sept 25 - 
Nov 16. 

We offer Competitive Salaries, Vacation, Sick Time, Medical, Dental, Vision Insurance, 401k 
Retirement plans, and other benefits. For more information about our program please email 
rbruce@suburbanems.org.  

Starting pay rates: EMT: $18/hr.; Advanced EMT: $22/hr.; Medic: $26/hr.; Dispatch: $20/hr.; 
Wheelchair driver: $15.25/hr.; Stretcher van driver: $16/hr.  

If you want to become part of a winning team and work in a rewarding field, contact us to learn 

more. 

Borough Information 

http://www.tatamypa.com/
mailto:borough.office@tatamypa.com
mailto:rbruce@suburbanems.org

